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Introduction

The Salem Bicentennial Committee has produced 
this booklet to acquaint the reader with its program 
for the celebration of the town’s 200th birthday as 
an incorporated political division of the State of 
Connecticut. An important part of the booklet is a 
brief history of the town based on research of two of 
its historians. Thus, long after the events planned by 
the committee have transpired, the historical sketch 
will serve a most useful purpose in educating the 
present and the future generations of Salem residents 
as to the highlights in development of the town from 
its incorporation in 1819 to 2019. It is hoped that all 
Salem residents, from school age up, will read and 
take pride in having a general knowledge of their 
town’s history.

Publishing of this book would not have been possible 
without the generous contribution of the advertisers 
and donors. The committee thanks them for their 
large part in the undertaking.
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The Town of Salem
Salem, Connecticut 06420

Board of Selectmen
Kevin Lyden, First Selectman

Ed Chmielewski David Kennedy Ronald LaBonte Hugh McKenney

Whereas,  the Town of Salem, incorporated on the second Wednesday of May 
1819, by authority granted by the general court of the colony, this 
year will celebrate the 200th anniversary of the town and,

Whereas,  the period of January to December, 2019, has been set aside for 
a series of celebrations and related events in the historic center of 
Salem and,

Whereas,  the service clubs, churches, and other local organizations within 
the town of  Salem have worked long hours to plan and carry out a 
memorable celebration for the entire Salem region and,

Whereas,  the period of Salem’s history has revealed important and noteworthy 
events which have molded the heritage of our community; therefore, 
I, Kevin Lyden, First Selectman of Salem, do hereby proclaim the 
period of January to December, 2019, as our 200th anniversary 
year and urge all citizens and groups of our community to give 
full consideration to the history and heritage we note during this 
celebration and to renew our faith and pride in Salem.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal as First Selectman 
of Salem.

Kevin Lyden
First Selectman

Proclamation
Town of Salem

200 Anniversary Period
January 2019 - December 2019
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$)tate of <!Connecticut 

By His Excellency Ned Lamont, Governor: an

Official Statement 

(Vn behalf of the State of Connecticut 
I, Ned Lamont, Governor, 

take great pleasure in 
congratulating the 

�42, g/ {i2ktleni 
in recognition of its 

{§l.f2eonton/J7ia1. 

�r 200 YEARS, Salem has been 
a strong and independent voice 

Among the 169 towns in the State of Connecticut. 

%e 200th anniversary of 
Salem will celebrate 200 years since the town's incorporation in 1819. 

The many notable past and present residents of Salem, including 
Samuel Hopkins, Hiram Bingham III & IV, and Frederick Rawolle, Jr., 

have raised the standards 
of excellence in the State of Connecticut. 

%e residents of Salem have 
demonstrated a sound commitment to independence, creativity, and entrepreneurship. 

I commend them all for their enthusiasm, leadership and dedication to excellence. 
Congratulations on this remarkable milestone and may 

Salem continue to thrive in Connecticut for years to come. 

Siherefore, I, Ned Lamont, Governor of the State of Connecticut, 
do hereby officially convey honor and recognition upon the 

PJ::un, g/ {i2ktlenz, 
in the State of Connecticut. 

�&_ l__�'--� 
GOVERNOR 
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State of Connecticut

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
STATE CAPITOL 

RANKING MEMBER 
GENERAL LAW COMMITTEE 

MEMBER 
FINANCE, REVENUE AND BONDING COMMITTEE 

ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE 

REPRESENTATIVE HOLLY CHEESEMAN 
THIRTY-SEVENTH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT 

16 MITCHELL DRIVE 
NIANTIC, CT 06357-2838 

HOME: (860) 739-5429 
CAPITOL:  1-800-842-1423 

Holly.Cheeseman@housegop.ct.gov 

March 15, 2019

Dear Neighbors, 

Congratulations to the citizens of Salem on the 200th anniversary of your incorporation as an 
independent town formed from portions of Colchester, Lyme, and Montville. 

Since 1819, the Town of Salem and its residents have enjoyed two centuries of rich history and 
accomplishment. The present finds the residents of Salem proud of their town and the warm 
and welcoming community they have built. It is an honor and privilege to serve the people of 
Salem and to work with you to reach new goals.  

I offer my sincere congratulations to the Town of Salem on reaching this important milestone 
and extend my wishes for many more years of ever brighter horizons.     

Warm Regards,

Holly Cheeseman  
State Representative – 37th District

www.RepCheeseman.com

Bicentennial Committee Members

First Selectman Kevin Lyden
Ex-Officio

Bruce Rodgers 
Vice Chairman

John Cooke 
Secretary

Ryan Little 
Treasurer

Selectman David Kennedy 
Selectman Representative

Shelley Rodgers

Marilyn Vaché

Selectman Ed Chmielewski
Co-Chairman

Elbert Burr
Co-Chairman
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Elbert Burr, Production Director, Bicentennial Booklet

Deborah Cadwell, Vintage Fire Truck

Sean Chmielewski, Old Salem Library Cupola Restoration, Eagle Scout Project 

Ed Chmielewski, Boy Scout Troop 123, Cupola Restoration

Mark Chmielewski, Cupola Restoration

Gigliotti Brothers, Cupola Repair & Display

John Houchin, Photography

David Kennedy, Time Capsule Design & Construction

Robert Lecce, Period Re-Enactor

Eric McGlone, Cupola Restoration

Agnes T. Miyuki, Layout Design, Bicentennial Booklet

Pamela Munro, Editor, Bicentennial Booklet

Robert Neddo, Historical Photographs and Documents

Paul Robillard, Advertising Sales, Bicentennial Booklet

Bruce Rodgers, Bicentennial Coin Design

Floyd Rodgers, Trailer/Wheel Base for Bicentennial Cake

Lily Rodgers, Bicentennial Presentation and Slide Show 

William Schultz, Historical Photographs and Documentation

T.F. Buxton, Ltd. Millwork, Cupola Restoration

Michael Westcott, Birthday Cake, Trailer/Wheel Base

David Wordell, Reading of the Town Proclamation, U.S. Flag, Golf Cart

The Bicentennial Committee would also like to express their 
appreciation to the countless Volunteers and In-Kind Contributors who 

donated their time, energy, and/or equipment to the celebration. 

Thank You!

Special Thanks to our In-Kind Contributors

The Town of Salem  
Bicentennial Commemorative Coin

The Bicentennial Coin reflects the history of the Town of Salem. Designed 
by local artist Bruce Rodgers, the coin is based around and in honor of 
the town seal with new details added to celebrate our town’s 200 years.

After some research with senior historians, it appears that the design may 
have derived from Salem School and was later adopted by the town as 
its town seal.

The front side of the coin depicts the familiar seal with a new perimeter 
detail that calls out the 1819 – 2019 span of time as well as six stars that 
represent the ’Six Schools’ of Salem. The back side of the coin features 
the gold torch of Liberty centered on a starry night sky representing those 
who have come before us.

With approval from the town and the Bicentennial Committee, these 
commemorative aspects were included in the coin’s design and the project 
was handed to the Salem Historical Society Museum for manufacture 
and distribution.

The beautiful coin, with its gold and black trim surrounding the town seal 
colored in white, green and blue, is packaged in a clear plastic envelope 
and individually numbered. The edition number also serves as a “raffle 
ticket” for a opportunity to win one of seven prizes. The prizes will be 
drawn at the town’s annual Apple Festival on October 26.

Each limited edition coin, depicted at actual size (1-3/4”) above, sells for 
$10 and is a lovely keepsake memory of Salem’s 200th year as an official 
town of the State of Connecticut.
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Hear ye, Here ye, the Town Crier reports on  

this 10th day of May 1819.

At a General Assembly of the State of Connecticut holden at 

Hartford in said state on the first Wednesday of May A.D. 1819. 

Upon the petition of Joseph Morgan and other inhabitants of the 

towns of Colchester, Lyme and Montville in the county of New 

London lying within the limits herein after mentioned stating the 

population important situation and amount of lists included in said 

limits and praying for reasons set forth at large in said petition to 

be incorporated into a district town by the name of Salem as per 

petition on file dated April 22, 1819. Said petition having been 

duly served upon said towns of Colchester, Lyme and Montville, 

the parties appeared and were fully heard upon the merits of said 

petition the facts therein alledged were found to be true and the 

prayer thereof granted. The first town meeting in said Town of 

Salem shall be holden at the Presbyterian meetinghouse of New 

Salem society on the third Tuesday of June next. Mumford 

Dolbeare, Esq., shall be the Moderator of said meeting and shall 

call said meeting by setting up a notification thereof on the public 

sign post in said New Salem society at least eight days before said 

first meeting and in case of the death, incapacity or absence of said 

Dolbeare, the duties assigned to him shall be performed by Joseph 

Morgan, Esq., aforesaid. And the town meeting and the meeting 

of the electors shall be holden at the meetinghouse in said society of 

New Salem.

A true copy of records examined by Thomas Day, Secretary

Hear ye, Hear ye, the Town Cryer reports  
about one month laterRecorded by Elijah Treadway, Clerk

At a town meeting held at the Presbyterian meeting house in 

Salem on this 15th day June 1819, the third Tuesday morning.

The inhabitants living within the ancient limits of the society 

of New Salem that are legal voters are hereby warned to 

meet at the Presbyterian Meeting House in said society on 

the third Tuesday of June 1819 for the purpose of organizing 

themselves into a town by choosing all the officers required by 

law to be chosen in other towns in the state agreeable to the 

directions in a bill in form of the general assembly of this state 

at their session at Hartford in may 1819 upon the petition of 

said inhabitants to said assembly praying to be incorporated 

into a town. 
The following five selectmen were voted into the new Town of 

Salem, Connecticut:   Selectmen —
Henry Perkins, Esq.Joseph Morgan, Esq.George MinardSeth Lathrop, Esq.Daniel JonesMumford Dolbeare, Moderator

Towns people of Salem, we are  
the newest town in the State of Connecticut

It’s time to celebrate!!!!!!     Congratulations 

T   he town of Salem, 
Connecticut, about six 
by five miles in extent, 

situated in the extreme western 
part of New London County, 
remote from railroads and 
waterways, is more populous 
today, on the eve of its 200th 
birthday than it was on the first 
Wednesday of May (5th), 1819, 
when the town of Salem was 
incorporated with just over 1,000 
people living within its bounds. 
In 1820, Salem’s population was 
only 1/8th that of the largest town in Connecticut, New Haven, but from 
that date its numbers decreased steadily until in 1930 the count reached a 
low of only 404 people; since then Salem has been flourishing.

Presumably there never were any witches in this particular Salem, except 
for possibly a toothless old woman giving Witch Meadow, and ultimately the 
road, its name. It is believed that this town did take its name from Salem, 

Massachusetts, when Colonel 
Samuel Browne (1669-1731) 
of that town purchased, in 
1718, a considerable number 
of acres now known as Fairy 
Lake Farm, originally called 
Paugwonk Lands and Pond, 
after a tribe of Mohegan 
Indians who had a settlement 
upon its shores. This beautiful 

lake, sometimes known as Crooked Pond, is situated among rolling hills 
which abound in many legends. Opposite Horse Pond, formerly known as 
Mountain Lake and Beckwith Pond, is a high ledge known as Lover’s Leap. 
It must be understood that the old Governors Road (now Route 85 with 
portions relocated) originally passed to the west of Horse Pond, and the 

Historical Sketches of Salem, Connecticut

Fairy Lake Farm

Written by David Hazard Wordell
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highway where it exists today is the result of a considerable land fill operation 
in the pond below this ledge. Legend reveals that a Native American girl and 
her white lover, who were being pursued by her father, a Native American 
Chief, spurred the white horse on which they were escaping over the ledge 
and into the pond below. According to legend, on moonlit nights, the white 
mane of the horse may be seen floating on the shimmering lake, just as the 
bereaved chieftain saw it as he reached the edge of the cliff.

Early Settlement 
The precise time of the first 

settlement made within the present 
limits of Salem, which basically 
consisted of Colchester and Lyme, 
remains in doubt, but an early history 
of New London County states that 
it can be safely asserted that the first 
land deeds were made in the southern 
portion of the town. The old boundary 

line between Lyme and Colchester ran somewhat parallel to Salem’s existing 
southern town line and crossed Route 85 at the junction of Hagen Road, 
remaining just south of Harris Road to the east.

South Salem (Lyme)
On June 6, 1664, Captain Sannup, a Niantic Sachem, deeded to Matthew 

Griswold, Sr., and several other men a tract of land eight miles square, lying 
near the Connecticut River, about 12 or 13 miles up the river. This land was 
confirmed to them by the Court in May 1686, and contains lands now in 
the southwest part of Salem.

In April 1669, Chapeto, a kinsman of Uncas, deeded to William Lord 
an eight-mile square tract within or adjacent to Lyme, known subsequently 
as Paugwonk Lands. Uncas signed the deed with Chapeto and his 
son Maskoran. A dispute arose over the size of the tract agreed to and 
appropriated, which wasn’t settled until 1720.

Samuel Chester owned a large tract of land containing several thousand 
acres in what is now the Chesterfield portion of Montville and a portion of 
which extended into the southeastern part of Salem. Uncas conveyed this 
land to him just prior to his death in 1683. From Mr. Chester, the name of 
“Chesterfield” is supposed to be derived.

Pulsifer’s Store & Auction Hall on Route 82

By 1700, nearly all the lands now comprising the south part of Salem were 
in the possession of either Matthew Griswold or his son Matthew Griswold, 
Jr. Between the years 1718-1729, all this land (approximately 6500 acres) 
had been bought by one man, Colonel Samuel Browne. In 1729, there were 
three houses and a sawmill in South Salem: (1) the house built for Colonel 
Browne in 1720 under the superintendence of Captain Samuel Gilbert, son 
of a wealthy innkeeper of Hartford and a veteran of Queen Anne’s War. 
Captain Gilbert operated this residence as possibly Salem’s first inn until 
his death in 1733. The site of this inn is located in the vicinity of Attorney 
Richard Corkey’s home; (2) a small house on the Samuel Peck farm in 
southwest Salem; and (3) a small house and sawmill on the Wheatfield Hill 
farm in the vicinity of land now owned by Charles Dimmock.

Salem was, even from very early times, a great wheat-growing region. 
Land to the west of Route 85 and between Salem Four Corners and the 
junction of Hagen Road and Route 85 was known as Wheatfield Hill farm 
as early as 1717. The residents of the Colonel Browne and Fitch estates sent 
great quantities of the grain to Boston.

North Salem (Colchester)
On December 9, 1686, Owaneco, Sachem of Mohegan and son of Uncas, 

confirmed to Daniel Mason of Stonington his title to land given by Uncas 
to his father, Major John Mason. This tract contained 500 acres lying west 
of “a great pond called Massapaug” (Gardner’s Lake) and a mansion house 
was built by the Masons prior to 1717.

In June 1699, Owaneco, “in consideration of the love and respect he 
bore to his friend Nathaniel Foot of Wethersfield, and for promoting and 
encouraging of sundry persons, who presented a petition to ye General 
Court in October, last past, for a tract of land for a township…being willing 
to show his willingness to promote Plantation and in consideration of a sum 
of money sold to Nathaniel Foot and Samuel Rogers, two of the grantees, 
all his rights in the land of said Township.” A part of this tract is now the 
north part of Salem.

Olde Ransom Farm, now home to the Antique Carriage and Sleigh Museum
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After the turn of the century, settlement started to take place. Two of the 
earliest settlers were Joseph Pumery and Ebenezer Coleman, who, in 1703, 
were each appropriated 100 acres by the town, having already established 
their residence west of the Governor’s Road (Route 85) and north of the 
Lyme line. The town gave them the land “for their encouragement to eject 
Major Palmes or any other person who shall make entrance or improve any 
land in the bounds of Colchester.” Major Palmes was about to sell “his” 
large parcel of land under the pretense of an Indian grant from Captain 
Sannup, which had no validity. The Coleman and Pumery grant was laid 
out through a survey on February 7, 1706. It wasn’t until 1710 that land in 
North Salem was offered for sale.

In May 1705, “the Gentlemen of Lyme and Colchester summoned John 
Plumbe of New London to run the dividing line between the towns.” Prior 
to this time, the lands north of the Lyme line and extending to Colchester 
Center were the hunting grounds for the Mohegan Indians. From this 
period forth, the Mohegans became a migratory tribe.

Captain William Gardiner of South Kingstown, Rhode Island, bought, 
in 1724, the land on the west side of Gardner’s Lake, which had been owned 
by Mason. Although he owned this land for only six months, the lake bears 
his name today due to the prestige and esteem which encompassed him. 
Other names given to the lake in the past are Massapaug, Great Pond, 
Twenty Mile Pond, and Mason’s Pond.

Opposite Rathbun Hill Road 
on the west side of the Old 
Colchester Road was situated a 
100 acre farm bought in 1726 by 
Robert Jacklin. Due to the fact 
that Colonel Samuel Browne only 
owned 1500 acres in North Salem, 
a greater portion of acreage was 
made available. The second 

largest landowner in 1725 was Colonel Thomas Fitch, a wealthy Boston 
merchant, who owned over 1,000 acres (300 acres in South Salem). His 
land holdings contained the northwest quarter of Salem. After his death in 
1736, the lands were divided between his sons-in-law, Lt. Governor Andrew 
Oliver of Boston and William Brattle of Cambridge, both prominent men of 
their times and Tories. Other large landowners were Joshua Hempstead of 
New London – 1724; John Dolbeare, a wealthy brazier from Boston – 1720; 
Captain Simon Ray of Block Island – 1716.

The Mumford House

By the year 1729, there were at 
least seven houses and a smith shop in 
North Salem: (1) two mansion houses 
near Round Hill and a smith shop 
built for Lieutenant James Harris 
around 1727; (2) a small house built by 
Thomas Jones in 1726, and located on 
the Music Vale Seminary property: (3) 
a small house built by Jonathan Cutler 
in 1706, and situated on the north 
side of Music Vale Road; (4) a small 
house built by Nathaniel Foot before 
1728, and still standing on Route 85, north of Music Vale Road; the former 
residence of Reverend John Whittlesey (father of Oramel); (5) a mansion 
house built before 1717 by Peter Mason on the west side of Gardner’s Lake; 
and (6) an immense mansion house built by William Browne (eldest son of 
Colonel Samuel) during the 1720’s on the south side of Music Vale Road 
near the Governor’s Road.

* * * * *
Gradually Colonel Browne acquired over 8,000 acres. In 1725, land was 

designated from the towns of Colchester and Lyme to form the parish of 
New Salem, although many settlers still referred to their parish by its Native 
American name of “Paugwonk” through the 1700’s.

Colonel Samuel Browne was born at Salem, Massachusetts, on October 
8, 1669. His father and grandfather were among the wealthiest and most 
influential citizens of that town, and famed for their benevolence to the poor 
and their benefactions to Harvard College. Benjamin Pickman, who wrote, 
in 1793, a sketch of early Salem, called them “the most remarkable family 
that has ever lived in the town.” Colonel Browne was said to have been “by 
far the greatest merchant of his day in Essex County.” He lived in what 
was in those days a style of great magnificence, entertaining in a princely 
manner. The eldest son, William, after his marriage, lived in regal style at 
Salem, Connecticut, by building a magnificent country house, which he 
named Browne Hall for the family home in England, but which always 
bore the name of Browne’s Folly. Browne Hall, built probably during the 
late 1720’s, was an imposing building, with a front of 80 feet and built in 
the form of the letter H. The center was a large hall with paneled walls and 
massive beams surrounded by a circular gallery and surmounted by a dome. 

One of four company homes for workers at 
the old saw mill located at the north end of  
Gardner’s Lake were built within approximately 
a half mile of each other along Route 354.
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The floor was painted in imitation of mosaic. The house was so damaged by 
the earthquake that destroyed Lisbon in 1755, and which also shook New 
England, that it was not considered safe and was therefore moved to the foot 
of the hill, where it stood for many years. The mansion also provided shelter 
for the Browne Land Agents and stood just north of the Colchester-Lyme 
line, facing west near the Governor’s Road. Nathaniel Hawthorne refers to 
the house in one of his works.

The period of the War 
for Independence marked 
an important transition 
in the life of New Salem. 
Sympathy with the patriot 
cause was strong with 
most everyone except 
the large landowner, and 
approximately two dozen 
men from the parish 
enlisted, some of whom 
took part in the Lexington 
alarm. Before long it was 
discovered that Colonel 
William Browne, grandson 
and heir of Colonel Samuel, 
was persisting in his loyalties 
to the mother country 
(England). Consequently, 

as a Tory, he left Salem forever in October 1774, and took refuge in Boston, 
and in 1776, when the British evacuated that city, he sailed with his son 
for England. His wife and daughter later joined him. Colonel Browne was 
appointed Governor of Bermuda in 1780, but finally returned to England, 
where he died in 1802. John Adams, the second President, said of him, 
“Society made of him a refugee; a Tory, I verily believe he never was.”

The confiscation of the Browne estates were declared forfeited to the 
State of Connecticut on February 1, 1779. This was naturally followed by 
their dispersal into a considerable number of small farms.

The parish of New Salem was divided in 1769, and the southeastern 
portion was set off as a part of Chesterfield Parish. Then in 1786, New 
London North Parish, with the eastern part of Salem Parish and a part of 
Chesterfield Parish, was made the town of Montville.

Map of the Confiscated Estate of Colonel William Browne

Old Roads
The main road leading north-

south through the center of Salem, 
being the most direct route between 
New London and Hartford, was 
an old Native American trail used 
by the early settlers and known 
as “ the Country Road” from 
New London to Colchester. John 
Winthrop, Jr., while he served as 
Governor in Hartford, between 
1657-76, undoubtedly used this trail 
during the winter months to visit his 
mansion in New London when the 
Connecticut River was not navigable 
because of ice. Another Governor, 
Gurdon Saltonstall, also residing in 
New London, had the road formally 
laid out starting in 1716 (but not 
completed until 1740); thus it became known as “The Governor’s Road.” 
The original road prior to 1800 veered to the west of the existing highway 
south of the Town Clerk, Mary Beebe’s home, and connected with Pratt 
Road, then off to the south on Hagen Road, and west on the Hamburg 
Road (Route 82) to Shingle Mill Road, which took the road around the 
west shore of Horse Pond passing near Captain Gilbert’s Inn and then back 
to the existing road south of the pond. As it approached the southern town 
line, the old road veered to the east following an old abandoned extension of 
Beckwith Road where it entered Montville. The Hartford and New London 
Turnpike Company, which received the right to operate the road from the 
Connecticut Assembly in October 1800, immediately commenced building 
an improved road as Route 85 travels today.

The main road leading east-west through the center of Salem was the 
Norwich and Essex Turnpike, laid out in 1827. As it attempted to straighten 
portions of the old winding roads, new roads were created across Harris 
Road and from Music Vale to Hagen Roads, thereby establishing Salem 
Four Corners. To the west, Darling Road was straightened by White Birch 
Road as the coaches proceeded through Lyme to Hamburg and beyond to 
Ely’s Ferry, which transported the carriages across the Connecticut River 
at Essex to the Lower Post Road.

Map of the Town of Salem today
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The following dates of old town 
roads are listed below for roads that 
have shown little or no change from 
their original layout: Buckley Hill 
and Way Road – 1780; Witter Road 
– 1787; Rathbun Hill Road – before 
1769; Old Colchester Road (north 
portion) – 1721; Heilwield Road 
– 1716; Round Hill Road – 1733; 
Harris and Music Vale Roads – 1743; 
Music Vale Road (altered to present 
location) – 1764; West Road (known 
as Lyme Road) – 1716; Gungy Road, 

Darling Road, Route 82 east to Hagen Road – 1724; Darling Road (s.w. 
portion) – 1763; Old New London Road – 1770.

The western portion of the North Cross Highway left West Road opposite 
Mill Lane Road and connected with Cherry Tree Road before 1720. The 
remaining portion of road from 
Witch Meadow to the Governor’s 
Road wasn’t laid out as a highway 
until 1760, due to a long controversy 
with the landowner, Colonel Brattle. 
The eastern portion starting at the 
Governor’s Road, around 1750, 
proceeded on Rattlesnake Ledge 
Road, up over Cockle Hill and 
through a district known as “Wales.” In 1757, the road connected with 
the Old Colchester Road near the present Colchester line. The northern 
portion of the highway was discontinued in 1852.

Religious Activities
In 1725, the General Assembly allowed the town to levy a tax of one 

penny an acre on all unimproved land for the support of the church. In 
1726, Lieutenant Harris deeded in trust a tract of land containing 2 acres 
for a meetinghouse, burying ground, and training field. This was located 
on the north side of Music Vale Road, west of a colonial home now owned 
by Mrs. William Leiserson. As other settlers came, they felt the need of a 
meetinghouse “for ye public worship of God, in ye new parish partly in 
Colchester and partly in Lyme commonly called New Salem.”

Josephine Kotula House, Old Colchester Road

The Witter/Lathrop/Heilwield House, located 
on the northeast corner of Route 354 and Witter 
Road, was taken down during the 1950s-60s 
for Congdon’s Junkyard, now home to Salem 
Auto & Gardner Lake Liquors.

Ecclesiastical Society of New Salem
In the year 1728, a church, called “a Presbyterian meeting house” by 

Lieutenant Harris, was built on this land, but Church affairs did not 
prosper in Salem. In 1739, the society was allowed to levy a penny tax for 
the support of the ministry. From the 
following entry of February 4, 1742, 
in the diary of Joshua Hempstead of 
New London, we learn the name of 
the Salem minister: “Mr. Lovit is the 
minister of New Salem and his rate is 
13 shillings, 4 pence for the last year 
of taxing (he informs me).” In May of 
that year, on complaint of the people, 
the tax was abated to one-half penny. 
For the next four years the parish was 
without a minister. This church was either burned or destroyed, possibly 
before 1763, when a new church was built on the north corner of Witch 
Meadow Road and the Governor’s Road, through a grant of 15 rods of land 
by Asa Jones. Two churches were built on this site. The last was taken down 
in 1838 and these timbers were used to build the present Congregational 
Church on the Town Green. In 1890, the Ecclesiastical Society was 
disbanded and the Congregational Society was organized.

Baptist Society
The first Baptist Church was 

built in 1751. Josiah Gates deeded 
7-1/2 acres of land and a dwelling 
house to Ichabod Allen of New 
London, with the understanding 
that he settle as Minister of 
said congregation. This church 
stood on the west side of the Old 
Colchester Road near the top of 

the hill a short distance north of Heilwield Corner (Route 354 and Witter 
Road). Here was located the Baptist meeting house, which remained until 
1846, when a new church was erected farther down the road to the south. 
This church was known as the Paugwonk Baptist Church. The church has 
since been demolished.

The present First Congregational Church 
of Salem, constructed from the timbers of a 
previous church

The Paugwonk Church on Route 354



20 21

Methodist Society
The first Methodist Church was 

erected on Meeting House Hill 
opposite the house located on the site 
of Music Vale Seminary. This church 
fell into disrepair and inactivity 
and was bought by Mr. Herrick, a 
blacksmith, in 1871, after he came to 
Salem from Norwich. The church was 
moved in 1878 to recently purchased 
land fronting on the Governor’s Road 
and south of Witch Meadow Road. 
Mr. Herrick operated in the building, 

now gone, for many years as a blacksmith shop. The second Methodist 
Organization, known as the Captain David Seaman’s Chapel, was built 
July 17, 1881, with ten members under the Reverend Henry Brown. This 
structure, located on Pratt Road, was used for many years as a Grange Hall 
from 1907 until it was burned down in 1943.

Episcopal Society
The Episcopal Society of Salem 

was organized in 1829. When a 
new Episcopal Church was erected 
on Church Street in Norwich, 
the old church edifice, which had 
been built in 1749, was no longer 
needed, and was sold in 1830 to the 
Episcopal Society of Salem. During 
the following year the structure was 
moved from Norwich to the Salem 
Green. The society after a time 
declined, and, in 1843, the old building, then almost a hundred years old, 
was sold to the town of Salem for $500, table and stove included. The spire, 
tower and pews were removed, and the building became a Town Hall. The 
Episcopal Society was allowed the privilege of meeting there occasionally 
for public worship for the next 10 years. Since 1969, the building has served 
as the home of the Salem Historical Society Museum.

Captain Seaman’s Chapel, the second  
Methodist Organization

The Episcopal Church, now home of the Salem 
Historical Society Museum

Taverns
In 1819, all the land belonging to the old Salem Parish, including a part of 

Montville (formerly New London North Parish) on the east was incorporated 
as the town of Salem. During this period Salem was a thriving farm 
community in which blacksmith shops, 
gristmills, and sawmills were kept busy. 
Salem was well known for its taverns, 
among them the Strickland Tavern (now 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. John Butts on 
Route 85), the Dolbeare Tavern (torn 
down), operated by Samuel Dolbeare 
after 1772, and the old Bland Tavern (now 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. John Gadbois), 
both located on the Norwich Turnpike 
Road. The latter had its days of activity during the War of 1812 and, at a 
later date, had the honor of accommodating as overnight guests President 
Andrew Jackson and his staff, who were on their way from Norwich to New 
Haven. Before leaving, the General addressed a throng of Salemites from 
a high balcony on the front of the tavern, which has since been removed.

Music Vale Seminary
Between the years of 1835 and 1876, Salem rose to national prominence 

as a cultural center for music under Oramel Whittlesey and the Music Vale 
Seminary. As young boys, Oramel and his two brothers persuaded their 
father to buy them a piano, and for this they each practiced judiciously 
two hours a day, working in shifts. Once each week, after they had finished 
their day’s work, they drove to New London for piano lessons. Leaving 

Salem at eight p.m., they arrived at New 
London at eleven-thirty. Their lessons 
of one hour each were finished at two-
thirty a.m., and they drove back to Salem, 
arriving at five-thirty a.m., just in time to 
start the day’s chores. Oramel was greatly 
respected by the farmers in the community 
and was at different times justice of the 
peace, judge of probate, postmaster and 
senator. Immediately after his marriage at 

The Strickland Tavern, formerly the Avery 
home and currently the Butts home, located 
on Route 85.

A 2014 performance by Royden A. 
Wilkinson on a newly-restored 1829 
piano forte built by the Whittleseys
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Salem in 1826, he moved to Buffalo and with his two brothers began the 
manufacture of rosewood and mahogany pianos. All the finer workmanship, 
such as the sawing of the ivories and the inlaying of mother-of-pearl letters 
and ornamentations, was done entirely by hand by the three brothers. 
In 1833, Oramel Whittlesey and his brothers returned to their old home 
in Salem where they continued the manufacture of pianos. Later Henry 
Whittlesey built a small factory next to his residence north of Smuckler’s 
Garage on the east side of the Governor’s Road. The brothers carried on 
the work as Oramel, whose reputation as a musician was becoming widely 
known, established Mr. Whittlesey’s Music School, later known as Music 
Vale Seminary and Normal Academy of Music in 1835. It was the first 
normal school of music in the United States authorized to confer degrees. 
In those days when colleges for women were unknown, every gentlewoman 
was expected to give creditable performance on the harp, piano or guitar. 
Salem soon became a cultural center. Young ladies came from all parts 
of the United States, Canada and the West Indies, and soon the student 
body grew to an average of eighty during the year, with its peak being one 
hundred pupils. The pupils were taught voice culture and there were lessons 
on the organ, harp, and guitar as well as piano, and Professor Whittlesey, 
along with some well-known musicians as instructors, maintained the 

The Music Vale Seminary in 1840 (top); in 1857 (bottom left), and; rebuilt, in 1868

strictest discipline. The graduates 
of Music Vale were among the most 
accomplished musical artists of their 
day. Special Concord coaches were 
ordered hung on the best leather 
springs with luxurious appointment 
and painted a royal blue. The 
coaches were one extravagance, but 
the elaborate musicals and operas 
(some composed by Whittlesey) staged in the great auditorium of Music 
Vale were even more ambitious undertakings. The hall itself, designed by 
a New York architect, with its frescoed walls and ceilings, elaborate boxes 
at the sides of the stage and a gallery at the rear, far exceeded in detail the 
appointments of any concert hall of the prosperous cities of New London 
or Norwich. The curtains, one with a painting of Music Vale, and another 
with a likeness of the Arch of Titus with the Tiber in the distance, were a 
source of wonder to many visitors. Prominent persons gathered from far 
distant places to attend the spectacular performances and to talk for months 
afterward of the amazing lighting and sound effects. “Real thunder” 
crashed when stage hands rolled iron balls across white oak boards in the 
wings, and lightning flashed from lighted blasting powder strung out on a 
tin plate. A reporter for a New York newspaper, who saw one performance, 
wrote in October 1855: “When we were ushered into the reception hall 

filled with such a splendid array 
of beauty, grace and loveliness, we 
could scarcely imagine that it was 
all real, but our minds reverted to 
the stories in the Arabian Nights 
Tales, and we were half inclined 
to believe the whole a dream. We 
might as well attempt to describe 
on paper the beauties of the 
rainbow as to give a description 
of the entertainment. There was 
not a poor singer among them, 
and what was really surprising 

was the admirable discipline under which they performed. We left the hall 
gratified with what we had heard and fascinated with what we had seen.” 
During the performance of an opera in 1868, some blasting powder got out 

Music Vale Seminary Barn

Bluebird, a replica of the blue coach that may  
have met the students of the Music Vale Seminary  
to transport them to/from the train station in 
Norwich or New London
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Hiram Bingham III and IV
Salem hails two historical individuals who changed 

the course of many lives: U.S. senator, explorer, and 
adventurer Hiram Bingham III, who is credited with 
the rediscovery of Machu Picchu in Peru in 1911, by 
way of publishing memoirs of his journeys into the area, 
and his son, Hiram Bingham IV, the Vice Consul in 
Marseilles, France, during World War II, who rescued 
thousands of Jewish people from death at the Nazi 
concentration camps. Much of the Bingham family 
still lives in Salem and is 
active in town politics and 

local issues. More recently, Hiram Bingham IV 
was posthumously honored with a U.S. Postal 
Stamp and a film tribute, produced by the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center, about his life-saving 
actions during the war, was released in 2011. 

Hiram Bingham III

Hiram Bingham IV

of control and fired the seminary. A larger, 
more luxuriously equipped building was 
immediately erected with a tower at the 
center, topped with a harp as a weathervane, 
but the disaster of the Civil War in the 
South was already making inroads on the 
seminary’s enrollment. Oramel Whittlesey 
died in 1876; his daughters carried on the 
school for only a few years longer. Another 
fire, in 1897, destroyed the vacant structure 
and left Music Vale a memory. In the earlier 
part of the 20th century, it was common 
to see motorists with license plates from 

distant places stop and search for some tangible evidence of Music Vale. 
Sometimes delicate old ladies would walk slowly through the long grass, 
pausing and listening — listening for the faint music of their past. 

Salem gradually returned to its role as an agricultural community. During 
the early 1900’s, Fairy Lake Farm, consisting of twenty-eight hundred acres, 
was the pride of the locality by pioneering rural hydroelectric power and 
marketing its produce throughout the region.

Professor Whittlesey and his students in 
one of their productions. 

Frederick C. Rawolle, Jr.’s  
Electrification Project

Salem is home to one of the very first rural electrification 
projects in the country at the farm of Frederick C. 
Rawolle, Jr. Rawolle, an engineer from New York who, 
upon selling the patent rights of an explosive device 
to fracture oil wells, retired in the remote woods 
of Salem at the age of 32. Upon purchasing 2,800 
acres of land between 1917 and 1924, in the area 
completely surrounding Mountain Lake and Fairy 

Lake, he established a farm in Paugwonk, which became 
known as Fairy Lake Farm. Upon learning that bringing transmission lines 
to his farm from the city of New London would be virtually impossible, 
Rawolle decided to generate his own electricity to run his farm. In 1922, 
he completed a hydroelectric system — the first of its kind in the country. 
Airplanes flying from New York to Boston used the glimmering lights of 
Fairy Lake Farm as guidance. The power, turned on by remote control, 
was used to run a number of electric devices, including a freezer in which 
he stored the vegetables he raised and shipped to his store at Salem Four 
Corners as well as to New London and New York City restaurants. 

The Sunken House
Niantic grocer Thomas Lecount hired 

a Norwich contractor, Woodmansee, to 
move his summer home from the south 
shore of Gardner Lake to the land he 
owned on the east shore. On February 
13, 1895, Woodmansee and his crew 
prepared to move the 28-ton home over 
the frozen lake to save money. About three-quarters of the way across the 
lake, the home began to slide into a snow bank. As the day was growing short 
and darkness was looming, the workers agreed to return in the morning to 
dislodge the house and continue their way across the lake. Meanwhile, Falls 
Mill in Norwich, who had water rights to the lake and were unaware of the 
situation, drained substantial amounts of water at the dam, creating space 
between the ice and the water, weakening the ice. By morning, the house 
had broken through the ice and their efforts to save it were futile. Over the 
years, divers have explored the sunken house, retrieving various artifacts.
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Salem Historical Society 
The structure in which the Salem Historical 

Society is housed was once the home of the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in 
Norwich. Built in 1749 on Washington Street 
and moved to a more central location on 
Main Street in 1789, the building, which was 
no longer being used, was purchased by the newly-formed Episcopal Society 
of Salem for $500 in 1830. The purchase included a table, which has since 
been restored by the Historical Society, and a stove. The following year, the 
structure was dismantled and moved to its present location on the Salem 
Town Green. During its reconstruction, the portico and columns were 
added, reflecting the popularity of the Greek Revival architectural style, 
and Gothic pointed windows and trim were added, reflecting the  influence 
of the romantic revival period that was beginning to take hold. The Salem 
Historical Society, which was organized and formally incorporated in 1969 
by Donald A. Fraser, David H. Wordell, and Andrew A. Zemko, leased 
the building from the town for a period of 99 years. Since then, a small 
addition to the rear of the building containing a fireproof vault, lavatories 
and kitchen was built (1972) and extensive restorations of the building have 
been conducted over the years (1979, 1981, and 2018 respectively).

Sculptor Bela Lyon Pratt 
Bela Lyon Pratt (1867-1917) was one of the most prominent 

sculptors of his time. The son of Sarah and George Pratt 
and grandson of Oramel Whittlesey, Pratt studied at the 
Yale University School of Fine Arts under John Henry 
Niemeyer and John Ferguson Weir. He continued his 
studies at the Art Students League in New York and 
became a protégé under Augustus Saint-Gaudens before 
traveling to Paris and studying at the École de Beaux-Arts 
where he won several medals and prizes. He later taught at 
the School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. In 2017, 
on the centennial of his death and sesquicentennial of his 
birth, the Slater Memorial Museum mounted an exhibition 
celebrating Pratt and his work. Throughout his lifetime, 

Pratt created a wide range of work, ranging from small portrait busts, 
reliefs and memorial tables to ideal nudes, fountain figures and large public 
monuments, much of which can be viewed today throughout New England.

Bela Lyon Pratt, 
Nathan Hale, 
Yale University,  
New Haven, 
dedicated in 1914

Salem was once home to six schools: 
Pond School, Center School, White 
Birch School, Harris School, West 
Road School, and Gates Hill School. 
Discussions regarding the consolidation 
of the schools or adding two rooms to the current Center School began in 
1938. It was eventually decided to construct a new three-classroom school 
and, in 1940, Salem Elementary School was built on property donated by 
Senator Hiram Bingham. Since then, a number of additions and upgrades 
have been made to the school.

Salem School

Salem Free Public Library
In 1914, with very few books available 

to the children of Salem, Assistant 
Superintendent of Schools John A. Young 
met with Senator and Professor Hiram 
Bingham, Yale Professor Ernest W. Brown, 
and longtime resident James Lane to discuss 
the possibilities and begin building a nest 
egg of a Salem Library Fund. On January 

19, 1915, the articles of incorporation for the Salem Library, Inc., was 
created and a board of trustees was established. The library was initially 
housed in an unused room in the parsonage and was later moved to the 
home of the former Town Clerk and husband of the Librarian, Charles 
Malona, until it was moved, again, to the home of Joseph Chyinski. Later, 
in 1928, Senator Bingham donated four 
acres of land and the old library building 
was constructed. In 1961, the Trustees 
offered, and the town accepted, the 
library and it was renamed The Salem 
Free Public Library. Since then, the 
library’s collection and services have expanded and, in 2000, a Salem 
Library Building Committee was formed and, armed with a grant from 
the Connecticut State Library, the committee proposed the construction of 
a new 7,000 square foot library. The library officially opened to the public 
on December 13, 2004, and includes a children’s library, youth library with 
study carrels, and program/meeting rooms, and is used by a number of 
community groups and organizations.

The old Salem Library, built on property 
donated by Senator Hiram Bingham
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Salem Volunteer Fire Company
Established in 1943, The Salem 

Volunteer Fire Company was 
organized by a group of Salem 
residents who saw the need for a 
Town Fire Department. Using 

donated funds, they purchased a 1938 Chevrolet with a wooden tank 
for $550, and used a small barn owned by the first Fire Chief, Charles 
Dimmock, to house the truck. The Smuckler family donated a one-acre 
property located on Route 85 (Hartford Road), for the building of a fire 
station and a mortgage to construct a two-bay concrete building to house 
one fire truck and a meeting room was signed. The building was expanded 
in 1974 to accommodate additional equipment and a larger meeting room 
for fundraising dinners and dances. In 1989, the old building was removed 
and a new 7,746 square foot building with six bays, a kitchen area, a small 
meeting room and office space was constructed. The meeting room is 
currently used for training and meetings, including meetings of various 
community organizations. More recently, in 2018, the Fire Company 
constructed a three-bay garage at the rear of the building.

Gardner Lake Volunteer Fire Company
On February 20, 1956, a group 

of citizens banded together to form 
the Gardner Lake Volunteer Fire 
Company to minimize the traveling 
time between the western and 
eastern sides of the town. Their first organizational meeting was held at 
Congdon’s Garage (now Salem Auto/Salem Package Store), where they 
elected the Chiefs, Secretary, and Treasurer. They also voted on the official 
name of the company, approved the purchase of a $1,500 fire truck and 
appointed a Building Committee to make plans for the construction of a 
firehouse to house the truck on property donated by Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth 
Snarski. On January 3, 1957, 11 months after the organizational meeting, 
the first company meeting was held in the new firehouse consisting of two 
apparatus bays and a large recreation hall where weekly dances were held. 
The Gardner Lake Volunteer Fire Company continues to maintain the 
dedication and determination of its original founders, whose goal was to 
protect and preserve the life and property of the citizens of Salem.

Timeline of Main Events

Saturday, April 13
26th ANNUAL LIONS CLUB  
BICENTENNIAL 5K ROAD RACE, 10:00 a.m.  
ONE-MILE KIDS RUN / WALK, 9:00 a.m.
The Salem Road Race takes place in Salem’s small historical district and will be 
followed by an awards ceremony in Salem School’s Multi-purpose Room.

Saturday, April 27, 11:00 a.m.
BASEBALL / SOFTBALL OPENING DAY
Cheer on our 2019 baseball and softball players as they begin their season and 
commemorate the town’s Bicentennial.

Monday, May 27, 10:00 a.m.  |  Rain Date: June 1, 10:00 a.m.
VFW MEMORIAL BICENTENNIAL PARADE & CEREMONY
1928 MEETING HOUSE TOUR, following the Parade
Remember and honor the men and women who selflessly died while serving our 
country at the town’s annual Memorial Day Ceremony. The Parade and town’s 
traditional festivities will be expanded to feature a number of surprise elements to 
officially kick-off the town’s Bicentennial celebrations.

Please visit the Bicentennial website for an updated list of events

Saturday, June 1
RECREATION COMMISSION’S FIND YOUR FOOTPRINT
The Recreation Commission invites you to get out and into the woods to search for 
one of the many handmade Salem Medallions hidden along the town’s trails.

Saturday, June 1, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
HISTORIC MEETING HOUSE TOUR
Enjoy a tour of the town’s historic Meeting House, which was built in 1838 from 
recycled materials deriving from the previous Meeting House.

Saturday, June 8, 9:00 a.m.
SALEM LAND TRUST  
BICENTENNIAL 5K RUN & WALK
Join the Salem Land Trust at Walden Preserve, located on Hagen Road, for 
their inaugural 5K Run & Walk and Kids 1/4-mile Fun Run.
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Saturday, September 14, 11:00 a.m.   
Rain Date: September 15, 11:00 a.m.
SALEM BICENTENNIAL HERITAGE DAY
Celebrate Salem’s Bicentennial with friends and family along Salem’s historical 
district. The event will be filled with performances, displays, games, contests, 
and food and drink. Everyone is also invited and encouraged to participate and 
document their stories of Salem in Salem’s Living History video.

Saturday, October 19, 10:00 a.m.   
Rain Date: Sunday, October 20, 10:00 a.m.
TIME CAPSULE & CUPOLA DISPLAY AND CEREMONY
Join the Bicentennial Committee as they close and bury the Time Capsule in the 
Town Green, not to be opened until the town’s Sestercentennial or 250th year 
anniversary in 2069. The burial will be followed by the re-introduction and 
installation of the old historic library’s restored cupola.

Saturday, October 26, 9:00 a.m.
APPLE FESTIVAL 
BICENTENNIAL COIN RAFFLE, 10:00 a.m. 
FRIENDS OF SALEM LIBRARY ANNUAL USED BOOK SALE
SALEM SCHOOL PTO BASKET RAFFLE
Come and enjoy all things apple at Salem’s Apple Festival and venture to  
Salem School to the Friends of Salem Library’s Annual Used Book Sale and 
Salem School PTO’s Annual Basket Raffle.

Saturday, December 14, 4:00 p.m.
RECREATION COMMISSION’S ANNUAL TREE LIGHTING 
& BICENTENNIAL CLOSING
Join us as we celebrate the start of the holiday season with the lighting of the 
town’s tree and sing along to your favorite holiday tunes. The event will be 
followed by the closing of the town’s Bicentennial celebrations.

July & August | Saturdays, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. & by Appointment
SALEM HISTORICAL SOCIETY
View our town’s historical artifacts at the Salem Historical Society and learn 
about the people and events that made Salem into the town it is today.

Saturday, August 10, 10:30 a.m.
SALEM FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY’S  
“SALEM’S GOT TALENT” SHOW
Be up to one of 12 performers/performance groups to share your talents at Salem 
Free Public Library’s “Salem’s Got Talent” Show. 

Antiques - Unique Collectibles - Estate Treasures  
Gifts - Jewelry - Postcards - Books - Consignments 

Art - Furniture  - One of a Kind - Architectural Salvage 
Estate Sale Management 

 594 Norwich Road / Route 82  Salem, CT 

 Facebook: The Mill Resale     
 Email:    TheMillResale@gmail.com 
 Twitter:    @TheMillResale 
 Instagram: TheMillResale 
 Web:     TheMillResale.com  

 

Congratulations Salem! 

Ed Chmielewski, Manager 
860.859.3561 
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The MOMS Club® of Salem, CT!
Contact us at MOMSClubofSalemCT@gmail.com for more information 

or look for MOMS Club of Salem, CT on Facebook!

The MOMS Club of Salem connects Salem moms with one another, 
providing support and activities to connect you and your family to each 
other and the Salem community. While especially suited for Salem 
moms with kids ages 0-4, many of us have older school-aged children.

Antique Carriage & Sleigh Museum
The Olde Ransom Farm

509 New London Rd, Salem, CT
David and Lois Wordell are the owners of the Antique Carriage & Sleigh 
Museum. The museum with guided tours by the Wordells is a step back 
in time with magnificent carriages and sleighs, all fully restored to their 
original glory.
David Wordell adds much history and local folklore to the tour. Items, 
including a Conestoga Wagon, circa 1880; a Concord Wagon, circa 1885; a 
U.S. Mail Wagon, circa 1897; a Brewster Brougham Coupe, circa 1874; an 
old Albany Sleigh, circa 1820-1840, a 100 year old snow roller; a Doctor’s 
buggy, circa 1860, along with 26 other carriages, sleighs and wagons, are 
historically presented in an hour and 1/2 guided tour.
If the road sign is out, tours are being given or call for an appointment.
Phone: (860) 859-5336 
Email: Wordells@RansomFarm.com 
Website: www.ransomfarm.com

SALEM HISTORICAL SOCIETY

OPEN JULY & AUGUST 
SATURDAYS, 1:00 TO 4:00 P.M.

BY APPOINTMENT

860-859-1803
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Everything here is made by LOCAL artists and artisans!

GALLERY  •  GIFTS  •  CLASSES
OPEN: Thursday-Sunday 10am-7pm (winter hours reduced)

22 Darling Road, Salem  salemredhouse.com  860.608.6526 
Stop by and check it out – we’re right behind Salem Valley Farms Ice Cream!

BE ORIGINAL
Original Art  |  Original Gifts  |  Original Lifestyle

Finally, you can find meaningful gifts and personal 
home decorating accessories right here in Salem. They 
are all artistically handcrafted by local artists and 
artisans! Make it your first stop for gifts and support the 
local economy. Then check out the classes and events 
– they’re a fun way to be part of the local community.  
Come visit us soon!

Original Art • Local Pottery
Silks & Woven Textiles • Woodworking

Soaps/Candles • Journals/Cards 
Tables/Benches • Earrings/Jewelry

Needle Felting • Artistic Frames
Custom Mirrors • Handbags 

Turned Bowls • Fused/Stained Glass
Framed Photography • Forged Iron

Ornaments and Seasonal Items
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Witch Meadow Lake Campground is your complete vacation 
resort in scenic Southeastern Connecticut with more features and 
attractions in one single location than you could ever imagine. 
Over 140 acres of mostly wooded park offers an incredible variety 

celebrates
Witch Meadow Lake

139 Witch Meadow Road  |  TEL: 860.859.1542

Salem’s 200th Birthday!
Family  Campground

FAX: 860.859.0476  |  www.witchmeadowcampground.com

of amenities and recreational opportunities, including a 14-acre 
freshwater lake for swimming, boating and fishing. Located just a 
short broomstick ride from anywhere in Southern New England — 
check us out for a spell, and you’ll probably never want to check out!
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Coming Soon

Wedding & Event Venue

RENZ QUARRY PRODUCTS
Crushed Stone, Processed Stone, Sand, Topsoil, Wall Rock 

Premium Mulch

Find us on Facebook

P.O. Box 2100, Salem, Ct 06420
Phone: 860-886-5440  |  Office Cell: 203-816-1116 

Fax: 860-889-0268 

LOCATED AT 
160 Witch Meadow Road

Salem Volunteer Fire Co. Inc.

424 Hartford Rd.

Salem, CT 06420

860-859-1122

Congratulations
Town of Salem
on 200 Years

From the Salem Volunteer Fire Co. Inc.
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celebrates 
Salem’s 200th Birthday!

Congratulations Salem!

22

anytimefitness.com
*Limit one per person. Participating location only. Must be 18 years or older. Valid ID and $30 refundable key fob deposit required.

Try out the club with a
FREE 14 Day Pass!

24 Hartford Road
Salem, CT 06420
860-850-1010

wishes Salem a Happy Anniversary!
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SPECIAL OFFER
BRING IN THIS AD TO GET

$5.00 OFF OUR PARTY PLATTER
EXPIRES 12/31/2019

SALEM FOUR CORNERS • UNIT 17 • SALEM, CT 06420 • 860.885.1985

CELEBRATES 
SALEM’S BICENTENNIAL

30

Maple Shade 
Services, LLC

• Refuse Removal 
  (curbside and in-driveway)

• Snow Plowing
• Mason-Dump Deliveries

• DJ SERVICES

Don’t haul your rubbish to the end of your driveway - 
we will pick it up in your driveway for you!

Give us a call for your refuse removal.
860-823-0043

688 West Rd., Salem, CT 06420
mapleshade69@aol.com

Office 860-823-0043 
Cell 860-705-8415

35 Years of Experience in Salem, CT

Happy Birthday Salem!
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 Snow Removal, Landscaping & Property Maintenance  
Commercial & Residential 

• SNOW REMOVAL 
• LAWN INSTALLATION (MULCH, TOP SOIL) 

•  CONCRETE 
• WALKWAYS & PATIOS 
• WEEKLY MOWING 

• EXCAVATION 
• SITE WORK 

• STONEWALLS-RETAINING WALLS  
• SEPTIC  

• DRAINAGE 
• UNDERGROUND UTILITIES 

• TREE SERVICING 

CALL US TODAY 860-383-4157  

Congratulations  
to the Town of Salem!

Printing • Graphic Design •Mailing  & more!
860.381.5470

mapleprintservices.com

Stellar Resolutions
Achieving your goals one step at a time
Career, Eldercare, Self Care, Parenting

Lori A. Nagel – Life Coach
website www.stellarresolutions.com
email stellarresolutions@gmail.com
phone 860-859-9533

Congratulations Salem!
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No job too big or too small. 
We can help with all your home improvement needs.

Happy Birthday Salem!
OPEN MID-MARCH TO THE END OF OCTOBER

Salem Valley Farms
ICE CREAM

20 Darling Rd, Salem, CT 06420
The Red Barn at the end of Rte 11

Premium Ice Cream
Made On Premises since 1988
Check our Facebook page
for House and Flavor Board

860-859-2980

www.salemvalleyfarmsicecream.com

860-859-2319

Peter Signore 300 Old New London Road
State License # 003513 Salem, CT 06420

SIGNORE SEPTIC SERVICE
Septic Tanks and Cesspools Cleaned

Inspections and Reports

Celebrating Salem’s 
200th Birthday!
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HAPPY 200TH BIRTHDAY, SALEM!

celebrates salem

Salem HealthMart Pharmacy 
wishes Salem a Happy Birthday!
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The Congregational Church of Salem

The folks who bring you “Apple Fest” and “Cruise For A Cause” 
are proud to call Salem our town.

We congratulate and celebrate with the townspeople and community 
leaders on Salem’s 200th Anniversary.

For the whole of our town’s history we have proclaimed that  
Jesus Christ brings love, joy, peace and purpose into our lives.  

We do this through worship, learning, and serving others. If you do not 
have a church home of your own; we’d be delighted to have you visit us 

and perhaps make our hometown church your church home with us.

We are a Christ Honoring – Bible Believing – Family Friendly Church

Weekly Schedule:
Sundays: 8:45 a.m. Children’s “Bible Zone” (for all ages)

 8:45 a.m.  Adult Sunday School
 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship

Thursdays: 9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study
Saturdays: 7:30 a.m.  Men’s Discipleship

Traditional Events:
Memorial Day Pre-Parade Breakfast

Tag & Rummage Sale – 1st Saturday, June
Vacation Bible School – June, week after school ends

Cruise For A Cause – 2nd Saturday, August
Apple Festival – Last Saturday, October

Free Community Christmas Dinner, December 25

244 Hartford Rd Salem, CT 06420  |  Phone: 860.859.1211
email: SalemCongregate@sbcglobal.net

Website: www.CongregationalChurchSalem.org
Facebook: The Congregational Church of Salem, CT

Affiliated with:
Conservative Congregational Christian Conference

Sewer, Water, Septic Installations and repairs 
Driveway repairs, Drainage, Grading of land
Lawn installation and yard expansions
General excavation and contracting Joe Cunningham / owner

860-857-8955
Email: Cunninghamconstructionct@gmail.com

Website: www.Cunninghamconstructionct.com

FOR SY T H 
 E S TAT E S

19 Syleo Lane
Salem, CT 06420

Phone: 860-859-3669
E-mail: arwinakor@sbcglobal.net

A rthur Winakor
 Owner and Developer

The  
GARDNER LAKE VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY, INC. 

EST. 1956

is proud to have served THE TOWN OF SALEM  
for 63 years

Celebrating its 200th ANNIVERSARY with  
Pride, Dignity and Respect
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Congratulations Salem!
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Serving the local community for over a decade!
20 Hartford Road, Suite 34 • Salem, CT 06420 • 860-859-1341

www.salemdentalct.com

Comfortable Dentistry for the Entire Family
Crowns • Bridges • Root Canals • Implants • Oral Surgery

Whitening • State-of-the-Art Equipment
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Emergencies Seen
the Same Day
Saturday Hours
In-Offi ce Financing 

Available

$50 Amazon 
Gift Card
with fi rst dental service
Limit one per family.

Celebrate Salem’s 
200th Birthday!

Happy 200th Birthday Salem!

Among the vineyards by Long Island Sound,

Analyze with Detective Morrison
why a series of deaths involve

poison. Make a plan with Roxanne on
how to catch a killer, and alert your

‘situation awareness’ with the
Ferry Captain, M. Griswold!

***
Available at bookstores & shops in Salem
Order on Amazon, Kindle & Smashwords

Facebook:@RoseYoungAuthor
www.RosesWineandMurder.com

fine wine and food pairings
delight… but death

disturbs all tranquility!

A modern-day mystery with facts,
humor, and history!
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TASTING ROOM HOURS 

foxfarmbeer .com

THURS - FRI
SAT-SUN

2PM-7PM
11AM-5PM

      
The Leyko Family

Stanley and Helen Woronik
David and Lois Wordell (Old Ransom Farm)

Ann and Peter Sielman
In memory of  Lou Ulffers, dedicated volunteer

Andrew, Kershell, and Adi Morris
Jay + Joan Phillips

Kevin + Kathleen Lyden and Family
Bruce & Shelley Rodgers

Joe Onofrio
Gerald and Pamela Munro

Elbert and Doris Burr
Paul and Diane Robillard

Ronnie Przech
Paxton Przech

Ed & Sue Chmielewski
Sean Chmielewski
Mark Chmielewski
Deborah Cadwell

Rachel Jones
Steven “Bub” + Aimee Wlodarczyk

James, Pamela, Kyla + Joshua Henry
John, Lisa, Olivia and Matthieu Bernier

Jim, Tiff and Cameron Cunningham

Donors
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David and Anne Bingham
Salem Valley Farms Ice Cream Company

Hiram Bingham Development Corporation
Stellar Solutions

Michael and Jillian Kane
Salem Valley Corporation, Inc.

The Salem Land Trust
State Representative Holly Cheeseman

The Bennett Family
Michael & Linda Flugrad

The Belleville Family
Donald W. Bourdeau, Jr.

The Miyuki-McShane Family
The Friends of  Salem Library

Carole Eckart and Carl Narwocki
Robert and Shirley Neddo

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Rathbun
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Connell

Carolyn Connell Gerber
James Vincent Connell

Steve Gluck
Anne and Ted Coss

Jim and Gloria Fogarty
The Gooslin Family

Donors

celebrates 
Salem’s 

Bicentennial!

59

•  Personal Banking 
•  Mortgage & Equity Loans 
•  Wealth Management 
•  Financial Education

•  Business Banking 
•  Commercial Loans  
    & Lines of Credit
•  Community Giving

860.448.4200   chelseagroton.com

We do all we can to help you  
succeed in big and small ways.

Member FDIC
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•  Personal Banking 
•  Mortgage & Equity Loans 
•  Wealth Management 
•  Financial Education

•  Business Banking 
•  Commercial Loans  
    & Lines of Credit
•  Community Giving

860.448.4200   chelseagroton.com

We do all we can to help you  
succeed in big and small ways.

Member FDIC
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452 BROAD STREET | NEW LONDON, CT

Congratulations 
to the Town of Salem on your 

Bicentennial Celebration!

2019 Genesis G70

2019 Chevrolet Silverado

2019 Cadillac XT4

2019 Buick Enclave

8 6 0 . 4 4 3 . 8 4 3 2C A L L 
N O W

Congratulations!


